November 29, 2011



The Honorable Member Name
United States House of Representatives / United States Senate
Address
City, State Zip

RE: Veterans Affairs

Dear Rep. XXXXX:

I respectfully request that you urge your fellow members of Congress to bring about hearings or legislation during the next legislative year to clear up the bureaucratic red tape within the VA in order to assist our veterans receive the benefits they have earned from their service protecting our freedoms.
Over the past several weeks, there have been various news stories regarding the difficulties our nation’s veterans have had in navigating the bureaucracy of the Veterans Administration (VA).  Many of these brave men and women who have served have seen their cases and claims take up to a year to process due to the overwhelming backlog.

In addition to the backlog, some of our veterans have had their cases end up in VA benefits offices in other parts of the country; far away from where the veteran resides or having their service connected disability ratings assessed at a far lower rating than expected.  With all the red tape that our military members have to go through, many of them get frustrated with the process and essentially walk away, letting the benefits earned from their service and in many cases sacrifices for our country languish in a bureaucratic limbo.
As we begin to see draw downs in our forces, first in Iraq this year and Afghanistan in the next couple years, the VA will begin to see a major influx of new cases and claims to process.  If the current path for our returning veterans to receive benefits is not overhauled, we could see many of our heroes end up going without these much needed services and benefits for more than a year.  In these difficult times, this can mean the difference between a successful postwar transition to civilian life or at worst a veteran possibly joining the ranks of homeless and at-risk veterans which accounts for one-third of the United States’ homeless population.
I appreciate your and your staff taking the time to look into this issue affecting our veterans and hope that positive changes can be made to assist our brave men and women.

Sincerely,

Name
Address
City, State Zip
Phone Number
E-mail
